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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


The next meeting will be held at 7.30 p.m., on Wednesday, 
12th February, at the Islington Central Library, 68, Holloway 
Road, N., when the evening will be devoted to a consideration 
of the subject of “ Library Readings.” The Borough Librarian, 
Mr. W. J. Harris, has kindly undertaken to give an informal 
address, and Mrs. Harris will favour the meeting with various 
examples of the style of reading experience has proved to be of 


the greatest value in this direction. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harris have both enjoyed a long and varied experience in 
the organization and carrying through of these readings; consequently our 
members may look forward to an interesting and instructive evening. It is 
not improbable that this kind of work will have to be practised much more 
widely in the coming days of reconstruction, when books and libraries will 
play an increasing part in the lives of the people, and it behoves assistants to 
grasp every opportunity for familiarising themselves with such developments. 
The Council realizes its obligation to Mr. and Mrs. Harris for so kindly con- 
senting to provide of the fruits of their knowledge and experience. 


The Demobilization of Library Assistants.— During the 
past month we have met several library assistants who have been 
demobilized, and we have no doubt that some others have been 
equally fortunate. On behalf of the Association we extend to all 
of these a cordial welcome back to our midst. We trust that 
they will find their work congenial, and that they will not suffer 
financially or otherwise as a consequence of their temporary 
absence. 

A Generous Gift.—It gives us great pleasure to inform our 
members of a magnificent gift which the Council has received at 
the hands of Mr. F. W. T. Lange, Librarian of the St. Bride 
Foundation Institute, London, E.C. Some time ago Mr. Lange 
intimated that he had willed to the Association his private 
collection of books, pamphlets, periodicals, etc., relating to 
bibliography and librarianship, and he has now informed the 
Council that he wishes the collection to be taken over at once; 
also, that it is his intention to add to it from time to time as long 
as he lives. Mr. Lange further expresses the hope that the 
collection may eventually form the nucleus of a sound reference 
library to be available in some central position for the use of all 
workers in libraries. Later on we shall be in a position to report 
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more fully on the matter, but meanwhile we desire publicly to 
offer our heartiest thanks to Mr. Lange for the generous spirit 
which prompted so extremely valuable a gift, as well as for the 
kindly terms in which he refers to our Association and its work. 
The L.A.A. has always been fortunate in its friends,and it is a 
gratification to the Council to know that its efforts make it con- 
sidered worthy to receive such recognition and support. 


Vacancies.—It is not impossible, in view of the release of 
men now taking place from military service and the looked-for 
general demobilization, that some vacancies on library staffs may 
occur through changes, as well as for other reasons. In these 
circumstances, we should again like to draw attention to the 
advantages offered by our register of those seeking new positions 
and of vacancies arising. At the moment we hold the names of 
several men and women who are looking for new openings, and 
shall be glad to hear from any librarian requiring additional staff. 
It will be obvious that those who register with us are assistants 
possessing more than average interest in their work, for they are 
all members of the Association, and that stands for something; 
they all have something to offer, while the fact of their registra- 
tion suggests initiative and enterprise. On the other hand, 
librarians would be quickly put into touch with the kind of 
assistant needed, and would not be bothered with applications 
from totally unsuitable persons, as is the inevitable result of an 
advertisement. So we appeal to both parties to assist in 
increasing the usefulness of this side of the Association’s 
service. 

Demobilized Students.—The Educational Committee of 
the Library Association are anxious to do everything in their 
power to assist those students who have been serving in the army 
during the last few years and have lost ground in their prepara- 
tion for the certificates of the Association. They will be glad to 
consider any suggestions from assistants and others for the pro- 
vision of classes, etc. At present they have in contemplation 
several schemes, such as an intensive course of lectures and 
classes to be held in London during the summer; Summer 
Schools at the chief provincial centres; and Correspondence 
Classes for the benefit of those students who are unable to attend 
the former. Those interested in the welfare of our future 
librarians and assistants are invited to submit their suggestions to 
the Honorary Secretary of the Education Committee, who will 
undertake that they will receive careful consideration. 

Undemobilized Students.—The Honorary Secretary of 
the Education Committee of the Library Association would 
be glad to receive suggestions from students who expect to 
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be still serving abroad in May, 1919, with regard to special 
facilities for sitting at the Annual Examination. He will 
be glad to meet the convenience of candidates, as far as 
possible, in arranging examination centres on the Continent; but 
before selecting any place as a centre he would like to be assured 
that it would be suitable for a number of candidates. The Cor- 
respondence Classes have already started, but probably students 
could still be admitted, and the course readjusted accordingly, if 
there were sufficient demand. 

The January Meeting.—The January General Meeting 
took the form of a visit to the Wellcome Historical Medical 
Museum, Wigmore Street, and a most interesting meeting it 
proved. Mr. C. J. S. Thompson, the curator, explained the 
general plan of the Museum to us, and pointed out a number of 
the principal objects of interest, especially some of the valuable 
bibliographical items. Afterwards, we were permitted to wander 
at liberty through the building, and to examine at leisure the 
many objects of interest. For the benefit of the many who are 
unacquainted with the Museum we may say that it was founded 
by Mr. Henry S. Wellcome in 1913. It is international in char- 
acter, and covers a large field, including medicine, surgery, phar- 
macy, chemistry, and the allied sciences. The Museum is 
designed to represent the history of these various branches of the 
art of healing throughout the world, and their practice is illus- 
trated by objects, instruments and appliances of historical 
interest, and by plastic and pictorial art. Assistants desirous of 
spending an interesting and profitable afternoon cannot do better 
than pay a visit to this wonderful collection. 


Our Album and Roll. — May we repeat the request made in 
our last issue that assistants will facilitate the completion of our 
Roll of Honour and of our Album of Honour by sending to us 
without delay particulars of their service in a brief form, accom- 
panied by a photograph, preferably unmounted. Assistance in 
obtaining information relating to those who have fallen during the 
War will be particularly appreciated. It is desired that all 
material shall reach us not later than 31st March. 


Our Future.—AIt is proposed that the March General 
Meeting shall be devoted to a discussion of the immediate policy 
of the L.A.A. as it affects the welfare of assistants. Recent 
conversation and correspondence with colleagues, both on service 
and at home, have revealed that many hold very definite views 
with regard to the future of librarianship and to the policy of 
the L.A.A. in particular. Some hold that we should organize on 
Trades Union lines, others are strongly of opinion that we 
should seek affiliation with the National Association of L cal 
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Government Officers, while some say that there is no longer 
room for two professional associations, and that we ought 
seriously to consider whether we should not take steps to bring 
about an amalgamation with the Library Association. At the 
moment we refrain from expressing any opinion on the subject, 
but merely state the facts as they have been brought to our 
notice. We hope that the March meeting will be a thoroughly 
representative one, and that some satisfactory conclusion may be 
arrived at. 


The Future of Public Libraries.— All assistants are inter- 
ested at the moment to know whether the public libraries of the 
country are to be taken over by the Board of Education. In 
connection with this important question the following note 
appears in the current issue of The Library Association Record. 
“The Bill for the institution of a Ministry of Public Health is 
one which may be of considerable interest to Public Library 
Authorities, for it would appear as if it contemplated the trans- 
ference of the powers of the Local Government Board, with 
some exceptions, to the new Ministry. Among the exceptions 
not so transferred are the interests of public libraries, which are 
to be handed over to another, unnamed department.” As far as 
one can see, therefore, the redistribution of the functions of the 
Local Government Board must mean the handing over of the 
public libraries to the Board of Education. Weare all intensely 
interested to know exactly what may happen if this takes place. 


Subscriptions.— May we remind readers that all subscrip- 
tions whether for membership or for The Library Assistant should 
be sent to the Honorary Treasurer, Mr.J. F. Hogg, Public Library, 
Lavender Hill, London, S.W. 11. Membership subscriptions 
are: two shillings and six pence for assistants receiving less than 
£55 per annum, and five shillings for those receiving more. 
Non-members may receive The Library Assistant on payment 
of an annual subscription of four shillings. 


L.A.A. ROLL OF HONOUR (continued). 


Mr. P. W. Camplin, librarian of the Hounslow Public Library, died 
recently as the result of a wound received in action. Mr. Camplin was 
trained at the Shoreditch Public Libraries, and was held in esteem by all who 
knew him. We regret to have to record his death, and respectfully offer our 
sympathy to his relatives. 


Pte. C. A. Harris (5th Seaforth Highlanders), the Sub-Librarian, 
Deptford Public Libraries, returned to England on December 7th, having 
been a prisoner of war in Germany since March 21st. We congratulate 
Mr. Harris upon his safe return. 





